
Body Biography – The Book Thief  

 

A body biography is a visual portrait illustrating various aspects of a character’s life through the use of 

pictures, symbols, words, and phrases. Your job is to develop an abstract representation of one of the 

characters from The Book Thief. The goal of this assignment is not to depict how you imagine the 

character looks (in other words, do not draw your mental visualization of the character); rather, you will 

represent the attributes of the character in an alternative, creative way. Use symbols, colors, 

quotations, and/or other words.  

Instructions: Choose a character from the book. Decide on the best way to represent the following 

aspects of the character symbolically:  

 The Heart: What represents the heart of this person and where should it be placed to best 

represent what this character loves most? What should it look like and what shape, color, 

pictures, or symbols should be included in it? If the character's love changes, find a way to 

represent this visually.  

 The Backbone: Visually convey what motivates this character most. What gives him/her 

strength? 

 The Hands: What does the character hold in her or his hands? Items that are associated with 

the character either literally or figuratively should be included.  

 The Feet: On what foundation is this character standing? This should a symbolic 

representation of the character's most fundamental beliefs about life.  

 The Background: Depict some elements that suggest the character's environment, 

background, or predicament.  

 Quotations: Near the character's head, place two or three direct quotations from the story 

that sum up the character and add to an understanding of the character. 

  



The Book Thief Body Biography Rubric 

Student: __________________    Character:  _________________ 

Assessment Grade Due: ___________   Total Points: _________/100 

_____/10 Heart 

_____/10 Backbone 

_____/10 Hands 

_____/10 Feet 

_____/10 Background 

_____/15 Quotations 

_____/25 Written Explanations (Neat, thorough, with specific reference to the text) 

_____/10 Originality, Creativity, and Visual Attractiveness 

 

 

 


